Rotary Club of Hanover

"SERVICE ABOVE SELF”

www.rotaryhanover.com

HANOVER ROTARY CLUB HONOURED ON THE ELECTION OF NEW
DISTRICT GOVERNOR FOR 2018
Jim Schlatman has been around Hanover for a long time. In fact, he was born here six
plus decades ago and was part of the 1950s so called “baby boom”. The town at that time
seemed to be half kids. He was born into a large family and learned to get along at an early
age, both with his siblings and with limited space within a small but loving home.
In later years, he spent a good deal of time in the retail sector and no doubt, that is
where he learned some his affable and diplomatic ways when dealing with people.
So, it was also a natural extension of who Jim is as a person, that he should have joined
the Hanover Rotary Club in 2006. He was the perfect personality type and the Club has
benefitted greatly as a result of his membership.
The Rotary Club in Hanover is a well-known organization and is highly respected for
its service work within the community. Rotary, in general, was founded in 1905 by Paul
Harris and three other businessmen in Chicago, who began to meet regularly for the purpose
of building business contacts and who “rotated” their meetings from office to office – hence
the name “Rotary”. Very quickly, they realized that beside business, there was an
opportunity here for “service to others”. This group and their new passion for service grew
and expanded and other clubs were established – the first international group being formed in
Winnipeg in 1920.
Jim knew nothing of this history or background when he joined the Rotary Club in
2006, but he liked what he saw – a group of men and women who had come together to offer
“service above self”. The Hanover Club has had an incredible journey since its inception in
April of 1939. In addition to hundreds of donations to worthy causes over the years, other
projects included…local literacy, Relay for Life, foodbanks, graduation bursaries, minor
sports, local hospitals, youth programs, support of Bluewater Radio, AED units, local camps
and swim classes.
On the international level, much has been accomplished too. From wells in Africa,
shelter boxes for Haiti, treatment of blindness in Mexico, improvement in infrastructure in
Nigeria, contributions to various disasters, and the eradication of polio (95% world-wide),
Rotary International has been at the forefront of humanitarian work around the globe. Many
more projects could have been mentioned. With these accomplishments, and lots of on-going
work at the local level, the Rotary Club in Hanover has had lots to do.
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However, there is the very enjoyable and social side to Rotary as well. They meet
twice a month (at the Masonic Lodge) and greet each other almost like family – they simply
like being together. One meeting is more business and the other is a pot-luck meal often with
a guest speaker. On the side, a lively fine session and other shenanigans keeps things light
and often hilarious – laughter and good times abound at most meetings.
Rotarian Jim Schlatman continues to be part of all this and wouldn’t miss a second of
it for anything. It has been stated by some senior members of the Club that” you don’t grow
out of Rotary – you grow into it”. Consequently, some of the past Rotary members had
attendance records of 50, 60 or more years. One member had a record of 70+ years.
Rotarian Jim has grown into Rotary as well and
had risen quickly through the executive to become
President from 2009 to 2011. Jim also has served on
the Vocational Service Committee at the district level.
Recently, he has spent the last three years as Assistant
Governor of Area 2 which is part of District 6330 of
Rotary International. This particular district includes
60 clubs and takes in a part of Ontario as far south as
London and over to Sarnia, across the border as far
west as Flint, Michigan. It is a truly international
district.
In 2018, Rotarian Jim Schlatman will become
Governor of District 6330. This has only happened
once before to a member of the Hanover Club
Rotarian Jim Schlatman
(Rotarian Bill Rae back in 1971-72). Jim will be
Rotary District 6330
required to visit every club in the District at least once
Governor Elect 2018
along with many meetings and other activities – some
even at the Rotary International level.
The Club is now starting to plan and is looking
forward in two years to a time of celebration as we elect our own District Governor who will
lead us in a renewal and a greater appreciation of all that is “Rotary” and our commitment to
“Service Above Self”.
Alred L. Morrow
Past President & 37 Year Member
of the Hanover Rotary Club
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